
OVERVIEW of CREDIT

Demystifying Transfer Credit



● Prerequisite Credit 

Types of CREDIT:

● Units 

● Course Credit 
● Test Credit 

● Subject Credit 
● Major Credit 



UNITS:
● Units awarded for test scores and coursework
● Only Admissions can assign units to a student’s record
● Max 105 quarter (70 semester) units of lower-division 

courses from non-UC
● Units can be awarded with or without a course 

equivalency:

AP Statistics score of 3 = 4 units, no course equivalency



TEST CREDIT:

● Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, or 
A-Level exams

● Units can be awarded for AP/IB or A-level exam scores
● Course equivalencies can be awarded for AP/IB exam 

scores, see Admissions AP/IB Chart 
● Self-reported vs verified: only verified test credit applies 

for course equivalency and prerequisite credit

TEST CREDIT:

http://admissions.ucsc.edu/publications/ap-ib-chart.pdf


ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT  
CREDIT

AP = REPORTED

APV = VERIFIED

TEST CREDIT SUMMARY - found under “Transfer Credit” menu on MyUCSC



COURSE CREDIT:

● Course equivalencies are only assigned for articulated CA 
Community College courses, see assist.org

● Courses must be completed with passing grade, 2.0 or 
higher

● A course can have multiple equivalencies, especially 
MATH courses

COURSE CREDIT:



COURSE EQUIVALENCY

UNITS

UNITS



Relevant COURSE EQUIVALENCIES for Calculus

UNITS

UNITS



COURSE CREDIT:

● Students can still satisfy GE and university requirements 
after reaching the 105 quarter unit maximum

● Admissions reviews courses for subject credit
● Courses must be completed with passing grade, 2.0 or 

higher to qualify for subject credit

SUBJECT CREDIT:



COURSE CREDIT:
● Departments can grant major credit for test scores 

and/or coursework
● Courses must be completed with passing grade, 2.0 or 

higher to qualify for major credit (UCSC senate manual 10.2.2.1)

● Students should always have outside coursework 
approved for major credit prior to enrolling at another 
institution

● To request major credit, students should contact their 
major advisor

● REMINDER:  The Disciplinary Communication requirement 
MUST be satisfied by courses taken at UCSC.

MAJOR CREDIT:



COURSE CREDIT:

● Departments can award prerequisite credit for test scores 
and/or completed coursework

● Only Departments can apply prerequisite credit to a 
student’s record (enter Other Credit in AIS)

● Prerequisite credit (Other Credit) only facilitates 
enrollment

● To request prerequisite credit, students should contact 
their major advisor

PREREQUISITE CREDIT:



OTHER CREDIT Quick - found under “Transfer Credit” menu on MyUCSC 



COURSE CREDIT:

Math Placement can be determined in three ways:

● AP or IB exam score (test credit)
● Credit for a college math course (course credit or 

prerequisite credit/Other Credit)
● An ALEKS assessment score (test credit)

Credit must be entered for students to enroll in math courses

EXAMPLE:  Math Placement



● Admissions enters courses into student’s transcript and 
awards units 

● Student can request a Review of Transfer Credit to 
receive subject credit towards their GE or university 
requirements

● Departments can award credit towards the student’s 
major requirements

● Departments can enter prerequisite credit for completed 
courses that apply towards future enrollment

EXAMPLE:  Education Abroad Courses



● Courses now appear in UCSC transcript
● Admissions awards units
● Some UCOE courses articulated and carry a course 

equivalency
● Non-articulated courses can be submitted for Review of 

Transfer Credit
● Departments can award major credit 
● Departments may need to enter prerequisite credit for 

future enrollment

EXAMPLE:  UC Online Education Courses



QUESTIONS???


